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Introduction
Welcome to the 2021 County Map Book!

The North Carolina Association of County Commissioners 
is pleased to share this year’s county data maps. These 
data and map visualizations highlight demographic, 
economic, health, and educational information from 
North Carolina’s 100 counties. 

These categories and data indicators were selected 
based on research at the county level, recommendations 
from county officials and staff, and timely policy issues. 
As the state continues to manage the public health 
pandemic, counties are also navigating new ways to 
provide programs and services to communities. We hope 
this information will help provide context and promote 
analysis for decisions at the local level.

See the Overview section for more insights into the data 
and learn about new indicators added this year.

Brenden Lucas
NCACC GIS Intern

Paige Worsham
NCACC Associate General Counsel

The 2021 County Map Book is a publication of the North 
Carolina Association of County Commissioners. The 
majority of the data come from federal, state, and 
local sources and each map includes a citation with the 
applicable reference. 

We thank the organizations and resources that 
helped with the data collection process including the 
NC Department of Health and Human Services, NC 
Department of Public Instruction, NC Department of 
Revenue, NC Department of Commerce, NC Department 
of State Treasurer, NC Office of State Budget and 
Management, NC State Board of Elections, US Census 
Bureau, County Health Rankings, and county staff across 
the state.

This publication is intended for educational and 
research purposes. Reproduction for commercial 
purposes without the written permission of the NCACC 
is not permitted.

Acknowledgments
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Overview
The 2021 NCACC County Map Book includes numerous 
indicators mapped in years past. There are also several new 
and updated maps, including some indicators that reflect 
data available since the public health pandemic. Almost 16 
months after the first COVID-19 case was reported in the 

state, there are positive signs of economic recovery, though 
improvement is not consistent across all regions, industries, 
or demographics. Some datasets include information 
accounting for the impact of the pandemic, though most 
maps reflect the most recent consecutive dataset available.

Economic
•	 North Carolina reported a seasonally adjusted unemployment rate of 4.8% in May 2021, a significant improvement from the May 2020 rate 

of 13.5%. The state’s workforce experienced the sharpest impact from public health mitigation efforts in April and May last year, with the 
unemployment rate statewide exceeding 13% both months. The national rate in May 2021 was 5.8%. 

•	 Counties with a focused tourism industry have seen the largest net change in unemployment over the past year, after experiencing the 
greatest rate increases – percentage-wise – at the beginning of the pandemic.

•	 The “Top Industry Employer” map shows the single employer in each county with the most employees. County government is typically one 
of the top employers in every county, and, as indicated on the map, the local school system is the top employer in 56 counties. 

•	 37 counties had a tax rate change in 2021-22, with 11 counties increasing and 26 counties decreasing their rate. 25 counties had revaluations, 
and the average property tax rate dropped slightly to .6717. Only 15 counties had a tax rate change one year ago, reflecting the fiscal 
uncertainties at the beginning of the pandemic.

•	 As in past years, reliable data on broadband access remains difficult to obtain and map. Efforts at the federal level and from the NC Broadband 
Infrastructure Office continue to work to improve accurate access and adoption information. The “Broadband Internet Subscription Rates” 
map shows 1 in 4 people does not have a broadband internet subscription in half of North Carolina counties. 
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Overview
Education
•	 Counties allocated almost $3.4 billion in local county current expense (operating) funding last year, as well as $1.4 billion in capital 

outlay funds and debt service. 
•	 Enrollment figures released before the impact of COVID-19 show the number of traditional public school students remained relatively 

flat while the number of charter school students increased by 6%. Enrollment figures for home, private, and public schools continue to 
shift as a result of the pandemic.

•	 A new data indicator shows the number of individuals in each county that will need to attain a postsecondary credential or degree by 
2030 to meet the state’s educational attainment goal of 2 million.

New Data Indicators
•	 The “Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund” map shows the 31 counties and school systems that have received lottery funds for 

school construction since the Fund was established in 2017. Development tier one and two counties are currently eligible for grants, 
which require a local match. $330 million in grants has been awarded to date.

•	 The “U.S. Census Response Rate” map displays the self-reporting response rate to the 2020 U.S. Census in each county. After a process 
called Nonresponse Followup and other technical methodologies were completed, the U.S. Census Bureau reported 99.98% of all housing 
units and addresses nationwide were accounted for in the decennial survey. 

•	 North Carolina saw record-breaking voter turnout during the 2020 general election. The “ Voter Turnout” map reflects voter turnout 
by county. 

•	 The "Paycheck Protection Program Loans Per Capita" and "Extra Credit Grants Per Children Aged 16 & Younger" maps provide insight 
into how some of the federal coronavirus relief funds were utilized at the county level.
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Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund 

LEA Name $ LEA Name $ 
Tyrrell 
Gates 

Graham 
Whiteville City 

Swa· 

Martin 

Carteret 

Harnett 

Hoke 

Newton-Conover City 

Nash 

Clay 

Col s 

Bladen 

$637,500.00 
$2,500,000.00 
$3,511,011.00 
$4,327,500.00 
$4,708, 86.00 
$5,338,995.00 

Chowan $11,250,000.00 

Cleveland $11,250,000.00 

Robeson 
Wayne 

Camden 

Source: N.C. Dept. of Public Instruction, Grants through FY2021 

$11,250,000.00 
$11,250,000.00 
$12,287,400.00 

Guilford A am

Note: This map shows the lottery revenue allocated through 
the Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund through fiscal 
year 2021. Development tier one and two counties are 
currently eligible for grants, which require a local match. $330 
million in grants has been awarded to date. 8
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https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/about-the-data/  11



www.myfuturenc.org
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Top Industry Employer 

� Health Care and Social Assistance � Company and Enterprise Management 

� Education Services � Mining 

� Public Services � Transportation and Warehousing 

� Manufacturing � Construction 

� Manufacturing (Food) � Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 

� Retail Trade 

Source: N.C. Dept. of Commerce Labor & Economic Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics QCEW 
data, 2020 

ockingha Caswell Pers

Guilford A ra 
aman e 

Note: This map reflects the industry of the top employer in 
each county for 2020, as ranked using Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages data. The local school system is the 
largest employer in the majority of counties. 
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Average Income Per Capita 
Surry Stokes ockingha Caswell Pers 

County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ 

Warren $30,377.00 Sampson $35,871.00 Rockingham $38,419.00 Alamance $41,193.00 Craven $46,446.00 

Robeson $30,423.00 Caswell $36,153.00 Alleghany $38,514.00 Johnston $41,327.00 Cabarrus $46,615.00 

Hoke $32,574.00 Montgomery $36,181.00 Cleveland $38,644.00 Wilson $41,339.00 Lincoln $47,178.00 

Tyrrell $32,712.00 Burke $36,212.00 Watauga $38,720.00 Gaston $41,506.00 Onslow $47,525.00 

Greene $32,904.00 Anson $36,307.00 Yad in $38,816.00 Lenoir $41,752.00 Guilford $47,546.00 

Hertford $33,251.00 Bladen $36,312.00 Stokes $38,835.00 Haywood $41,798.00 Currituck $47,767.00 

Cherokee $33,402.00 Ashe $36,426.00 Gates $38,851.00 Perquimans $41,804.00 New Hanover $48,029.00 

Columbus $33,743.00 Northampton $36,597.00 Randolph $38,892.00 Lee $42,021.00 Fo $ 9,247. 

Scotland $33,938.00 Caldwell $36,609.00 Person $39,119.00 Jones $42,024.00 Davie $49,508.00 

Rutherford $34,021.00 Mitchell $36,684.00 Sunry $39,525.00 Chowan $42,314.00 Buncombe $50,690.00 

Clay $34,391.00 Avery $36,748.00 Granville $39,610.00 Transylvania $42,515.00 rt ret $51, 82. 

Jackson $34,860.00 Edgecombe $36,814.00 Wayne $39,894.00 Pamlico $43,290.00 $51,713.00 

Graham $35,040.00 Franklin $37,089.00 Hyde $40,044.00 Pitt $43,325.00 $51,913.00 

Duplin $35,208.00 Wilkes $37,313.00 Stanly $40,157.00 ufort 3,7 3.00 $52,423. 

McDowell $35,227.00 Bertie $37,424.00 Rowan $40,213.00 Nash $43,971.00 

Vance $35,278.00 Washington $37,481.00 Cumberland $40,233.00 Brunswick $44,129.00 

Harnett $35,484.00 lexander $37,622.00 Pasquotank $40,388.00 enderso 5,3 2.00 

Martin $35,541.00 Yancey $37,812.00 Swain $40,819.00 Polk $45,459.00 

Richmond $35,630.00 Halifax $37,854.00 Macon $40,848.00 Camden $46,366.00 

Madison $35,729.00 Pender $38,338.00 Davidson $40,876.00 Catawba $46,367.00 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Per Capita Personal Income, 2019 

Duplin 

Pender 

Note: Per capita personal income is calculated as the total personal 
income of the residents of a given area divided by the population of 
the area. The North Carolina average income per capita is $47,766. 
Last year's average was $46,216. 
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Persons Under The Age Of 18 
Surry 

County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o 

Watauga 13% Buncombe 19% Washington 20% Cleveland 22% Randolph 23% 
Tyrrell 14% urke 19% Bl de 21% Cra e 22% ·c mo d 23% 
Avery 15% Caswell 19% Chowan 21% Currituck 22% Scotland 23% 

Pamlico 15% Dare 19% Columbus 21% Davidson 22% Swain 23% 
Brunswick 16% Henderson 19% a % Fran ·n 

Polk 16% Hertford 19% Durham 21% Guilford 

Transylvania 16% Jones 19% Graham 21% Halifax 

Alleghany 17% Mitchell 19% Granville 21% Montgomery 

Cherokee 17% ew Hanover 19% e 2 % a h

Jackson 17% Perquimans 19% Hyde 21% Pasquotank 

Ashe 18% Stokes 19% Lincoln 21% Pender 

Bertie 18% Yancey 19% 21% i 
Carteret 18% Alexander 20% Moore 21% Rowan 

Clay 18% Beaufort 20% Person 21% 
Haywood 18% Caldwell 20% e d % 

Macon 18% Chatham 20% Sunry 21% 
Madison 18% Gates 20% Wilkes 21% 

Northampton 18% McDowell 20% Yadkin 21% Gaston 

arren 18% Orange 20% Alam 22% Ir ell 
Anson 19% Rockingham 20% Catawba 22% Lenoir 23% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 (5-year estimates) 

Stokes ockingha Caswell 

Guilford A 
ra 

aman e 

Randolph 

Note: This map reflects the percent of persons under the age 
of 18 in each county according to the most recent five-year 
American Community Survey estimates. 
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Broadband Internet Subscription Rates 

County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o 

Northampton 53% Martin 68.7% McDowell 73.5% Johnston 78.5% Henderson 82.6% 
Graham 57.8% Chowan 69.2% Perquimans 73.8% Cal e l  7 .7% oo e 82.7% 
Halifax 58.5% Beaufort 69.7% Greene 74% Pasquotank 78.9% Lincoln 83.1% 
Hyde 58.8% Rockingham 69.9% Alexander 74.2% Franklin 79% Watauga 83.1% 
Bertie 58.9% Montgomery 70.4% Lee 74.2% Harnett 79.1% Iredell 83.3% 

Warren 59.1% Rutherford 70.5% Cherokee 74.6% 7 .2% 
Robeson 59.2% Bladen 70.7% Anson 74.8% Davidson 79.3% 

Jones 60.4% Vance 70.8% Pamlico 74.8% Granville 79.9% 
Swain 60.9% ancey 70.9% Wilkes 75.3% a e 80% 

Scotland 62% Ashe 71.1% Wilson 75.5% Gaston 80.1% 
Washington 63.1% Stokes 71.6% Macon 76.2% Pender 80.1% 

Tyrrell 63.4% Haywood 71.9% dolp 76. % H e .8% 
Edgecombe 64.6% Ave 72% air 76. % Pitt 8 .9% 

Sampson 64.7% Yadkin 72.1% Guilford 76.5% Rowan 81% 
Hertford 64.8% Burke 72.4% Alleghany 76.7% Transylvania 81.2% 
Duplin 65.9% Jackson 72.4% sh .3% Ca 8 .3% 

Caswell 66% Mitchell 72.8% Clay 77.8% Forsyth 81.5% 
Cleveland 66.4% Richmond 72.9% Polk 77.9% Craven 81.8% 

Surry 66.4% Gates 73.3% Alamance 78% uncombe .9% 
Columbus 67.2% Madison 73.3% Chatham 78.3% Stanly 82% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 (5-year estimates) 

Stokes ockingha Caswell Per

rsyth 
Guilford 

j r am 
- �-- �

so 
andolph I c

Note: A "Broadband" internet subscription refers to having at least one type 
of internet subscription other than dial-up. In ACS, it specifically refers to 
households that respond "Yes" to having one more of the following types of 
subscriptions: Broadband (high speed) such as cable, fiber optic, or DSL: 
cellular data plan for a smartphone or other mobile devices, satellite, or fixed 
wireless. This data is used, along with other data, by several government 
agencies, such as the FCC, to assess broadband internet coverage. 
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Counties Levying Sales Tax Articles 

Source: N.C. Dept. of Revenue, Local Government Division 

ockingha Caswell Pers

Guilford A ra 
aman e 

Note: This map shows local and total sales tax rates as of 
Oct. 1, 2020. The one-half cent Article 43 tax is dedicated to 
public transit and the one-quarter cent Article 46 tax is 
general purpose use. All counties levy local sales tax Articles 
39, 40, & 42. 
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Total Taxable Property Per Capita 
Surry Stokes ockingha Caswell Pers 

County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ County Name $ 
Vance $47,174.00 Sampson $77,120.00 Franklin $88,039.00 Madison $110,676.00 Pamlico $140,963.00 

Robeson $54,161.00 Yadkin $77,524.00 Stokes $88,566.00 Yancey $111,368.00 Polk $141,938.00 

Greene $55,087.00 Surry $77,526.00 Gaston $89,227.00 Rutherford $113,633.00 Ashe $143,168.00 
Hoke $59,780.00 Anson $77,724.00 Wilson $90,208.00 Union $115,479.00 Iredell $144,953.00 

Columbus $60,778.00 Martin $78,238.00 Johnston $91,179.00 Catawba $115,973.00 New Hanover $150,456.00 
Scotland $62,278.00 Stanly $79,613.00 Cleveland $94,812.00 Pender $117,249.00 Buncombe $151,526.00 
Caswell $65,692.00 Burke $80,106.00 Lee $94,887.00 Graham $119,494.00 Chatham $154,294.00 

Edgecombe $65,749.00 Granville $80,298.00 Craven $95,208.00 Haywood $120,321.00 Clay $157,165.00 
Harnett $65,797.00 Pitt $80,432.00 Rowan $96,050.00 Mitchell $121,708.00 Watauga $159,933.00 

Cumberland $68,192.00 Nash $80,617.00 McDowell $96,410.00 Cherokee $123,550.00 Transylvania $166,233.00 
Hertford $68,327.00 Randolph $81,224.00 Camden $96,525.00 Beaufort $123,881.00 Mecklenburg $167,426.00 
Wayne $69,213.00 Washington $81,873.00 Guilford $98,102.00 Montgomery $126,242.00 Wake $169,964.00 

Alexander $69,438.00 Caldwell $82,733.00 Forsyth $98,636.00 Orange $127,643.00 Hyde $171,928.00 
Bertie $70,526.00 Davidson $82,825.00 Tyrrell $100,912.00 Warren $128,111.00 Brunswick $203,575.00 
Halifax $72,519.00 Rockingham $83,448.00 Northampton $101,533.00 Lincoln $128,189.00 Jackson $218,263.00 
Onslow $72,616.00 Wilkes $83,863.00 Person $104,246.00 Cabarrus $130,403.00 Macon $219,386.00 
Lenoir $73,692.00 Pasquotank $84,209.00 Perquimans $104,857.00 Henderson $136,095.00 Avery $229,684.00 
Duplin $74,061.00 Bladen $84,519.00 Chowan $105,426.00 Moore $136,535.00 Carteret $230,876.00 
Gates $75,695.00 Jones $86,291.00 Swain $108,710.00 Durham $137,488.00 Currituck $233,532.00 

Richmond $76,540.00 Alamance $86,488.00 Davie $109,013.00 Alleghany $138,838.00 

Source: As calculated from data self-reported by the county for the NCACC Budget and Tax Survey, 
2020-2021 

uilfordA 
ra 

aman e 

Note: The taxable property per capita figures reflect the assessed 
property valuation in each county, divided by the number of people 
in the county. 

28



29



30



31



32



33



Number Of Opiate Deaths 
Surry 

County Name # County Name # County Name # County Name # County Name # 
Alexander 0 Jones 3 Richmond 7 Nash 13 Onslow 28 
Alleghany Watauga 3 Sampson 7 Orange 13 Durham 30 

Ashe Greene 4 Transylvania 7 Dare 14 Gaston 30 
Avery Montgomery 4 Chatham 8 Lenoir 14 Wayne 30 

Graham Bladen 5 Cherokee 9 Surry 14 Johnston 34 
Mitchell Chowan 5 Granville 9 Lee 16 Pitt 36 
Yancey Currituck 5 Hoke 9 Catawba 17 Cabarrus 37 
Bertie 2 Davie 5 Jackson 9 Franklin 17 Harnett 37 

Camden 2 Duplin 5 Lincoln 9 Haywood 17 Craven 38 
Clay 2 Macon 5 McDowell 9 Henderson 17 Rowan 44 

Gates 2 Martin 5 Rutherford 9 Iredell 17 Davidson 45 
Hyde 2 Yadkin 5 Pender 10 Carteret 18 Robeson 49 

Northampton 2 Columbus 6 Wilkes 11 Moore 19 Randolph 51 

Perquimans 2 Hertford 6 Beaufort 12 Stanly 19 New Hanover 65 

Polk 2 Madison 6 Cleveland 12 Rockingham 22 Cumberland 83 
Tyrrell 2 Scotland 6 Edgecombe 12 Wilson 22 Fors 83 
Warren 2 Stokes 6 Pasquotank 12 Burke 24 Buncom 90 

Washington 2 Swain 6 Vance 12 Union 24 
Anson 3 Pamlico 7 Caldwell 13 Alamance 28 

Caswell 3 Person 7 Halifax 13 Brunswick 28 

Source: N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, Injury and Violence Prevention 
Branch, 2019 

Note: Opiate deaths are the number of opioid poisoning 
deaths by county for the year 2019. The statewide total for 
2019 was 1,895, and the rate of unintentional opioid-related 
overdose deaths was 15.3 per 100,000 persons (2015-2019). 
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Projected Population Change 
Surry Stokes ockingha Caswell Pers 

arren -18% Gates -1% Person 5% 

Edgecombe -15% Greene -1% McDowell 6% 

Halifax -14% Jones -1% Swain 6% Gaston 

Washington -14% Pasquotank -1% Avery 7% Polk 

Martin -12% Scotland -1% Wayne 7% Perquimans 

Bertie -10% Caswell 0% Wilkes 7% Transylvania 

Hyde -10% Cumberland 0% Rowan 8% Ashe 

Columbus -9% Rockingham 0% Cald ell 9% Che ee 

Anson -5% Sampson 0% Alexander 10% Clay 

Chowan -4% Stokes 0% Randolph 10% Forsyth 

Mitchell -4% Vance 0% Stanly 10% Jackson 

Richmond -4% Yadkin 0% Rutherford 11% Lee 

Bladen -3% Camden 1% Hoke 12% Orange 

Graham -3% Montgomery 2% Madison 12% Granville 

Lenoir -3% Pamlico 2% Alleghany 13% Guilford 

Tyrrell -3% Surry 3% Dare 13% Onslow 

Hertford -2% Cleveland 4% Wilson 

Robeson -2% Duplin 4% Carteret 

Beaufort -1% Nash 4% Haywood 

Source: N.C. Office of State Budget and Management, State Demographer; Projected 

Note: These figures reflect the estimated population change in 
each county between 2020 and 2040. The statewide 
population is projected to increase by 21 % over the same 
period. 

Population Estimates 2020-2040 38
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Veteran Population 
Surry Stokes ockingha Caswell Pers 

uilfordA 
ra 

aman e 

County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o County Name 0/o 
Greene 4% Alexander 6% Martin 6% Buncombe 7% Polk 8% 
Orange 4% Anson 6% itchell 6% Catawba 7% l' rrell 8% 

Chatham 5% Ashe 6% Montgomery 6% Clay 7% Cherokee 9% 
Davidson 5% Avery 6% Nash 6% Davie 7% Dare 9% 

Duplin 5% Bertie 6% Person 6% Gates 7% Harnett 9% 
Durham 5% Bladen 6% Pitt 6% Jackson 7% Macon 9% 

Edgecombe 5% Burke 6% Randolph 6% Lee 7% Moore 9% 
Franklin 5% Cabarrus 6% Rockingham 6% Lenoir 7% Transylvania 9% 
Granville 5% Caldwell 6% Rowan 6% McDowell 7% an 9% 
Guilford 5% Caswell 6% Rutherford 6% New Hanover 7% Brunswick 10% 
Hertford 5% Cleveland 6% Sampson 6% Northampton 7% Camden 10% 

Hyde 5% Columbus 6% Stanly 6% Richmond 7% Cur "tuc 0% 
Mecklenburg 5% Forsyth 6% Stokes 6% Scotland 7% squ 10% 

Robeson 5% Gaston 6% Vance 6% Swain 7% Hoke 11% 
Surry 5% Graham 6% Washington 6% Warren 7% Pamlico 11% 
Union 5% Halifax 6% Wilson 6% Chowan 8% 
Wake 5% Iredell 6% Yadkin 6% Haywood 8% 

Watauga 5% Johnston 6% Yancey 6% Henderson 8% 
Wilkes 5% Lincoln 6% Alleghany 7% Jones 8% 

Alamance 6% Madison 6% Beaufort 7% Pender 8% 

Source: U.S. Veterans Administration, 2018 

Note: This map shows the proportion of veterans in each 
county. 
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